The distribution of ALT activities found (figure) displayed a positive skewness similar to that reported by Mijovic et al.7 A total of five results which were manifestly abnormal (greater than 90 IU/1) were excluded. Because the distributions were non-normal, a logarithmic transformation was performed to attempt to achieve an approximately normal distribution from which the mean and standard deviation were calculated. Anti-logarithmic transformation of the mean, mean + 2 SD, and mean -2 SD were carried out to give the results tabulated overleaf. Non-parametric estimation of the 2-5th and 97-5th centiles was also done. The results are shown in the table: higher ALT activities were found in plasmapheresis donors of both sexes than in whole blood donors. Unpaired t testing, however, showed this difference to be significant only in the two male groups (0001 < p < 0 01).
Post-transfusion hepatitis is usually due to the non-A, non-B (NANB) viruses, for which there is no test routinely used for screening in the United Kingdom. Most An alternative explanation might have been associated with age differences between the two donor groups as it has been reported that ALT values (in men) peak at age 34 years. 8 In this study, however, the mean and median ages of the two male groups were virtually identical (normal donors mean 34 years, median 31 years; plasmapheresis donors mean 33 years, median 30 years).
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